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INDIA STATES TIMES NEWS DESK  

NATIONAL 

 Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman said the government is unable to reduce 

petrol and diesel prices as it's burdened by interest payments of oil bonds that the 

UPA government issued to companies. 

 India will repatriate Afghan Hindus and Sikhs amid the Taliban's takeover and 

bring them to India, the Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) has said. 

 Delhi reported 27 COVID-19 cases in the last 24 hours, the lowest number of cases 

since April 15 last year. No COVID-19 related deaths were reported from the 

national capital in the last 24 hours.  

 Delhi CM and Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) National Convenor Arvind Kejriwal will 

visit Uttarakhand's Dehradun on Tuesday and address party workers. 

 A special Indian Air Force-operated evacuation flight to Kabul returned to India 

today with at least 45 personnel and some equipment, reports said. 

 The Uttarakhand government on Monday extended the COVID-19 curfew in the 

state from 6 am on August 17 to 6 am on August 24. 

 Amid unrest in parts of Meghalaya, petrol bombs were hurled at the residence of 

CM Conrad Sangma on Sunday night.  

 Amid unrest in parts of Meghalaya, petrol bombs were hurled at the residence of 

CM Conrad Sangma on Sunday night.  

 The Ministry of Civil Aviation and DGCA granted conditional exemption from 

Unmanned Aircraft System (UAS) Rules, 2021, to 10 organisations to use drones.  

 A video has surfaced showing Taliban fighters inside the Afghan Parliament 

building gifted to the country by India in 2015.  

 Parents of the nine-year-old girl who was allegedly raped and killed, have moved 

the Delhi High Court seeking a court-monitored Special Investigation Team to 

investigate the incident.  

 Ten new cases of Delta Plus COVID-19 variant have been found in Maharashtra, 

the state Health Department said on Monday. While six of these cases have been 

found in Kolhapur, three are in Ratna. 

 Women passengers travelling in Tejas Express trains on Delhi to Lucknow and 

Mumbai to Ahmedabad routes will get 5% cashback on the occasion of 

Rakshabandhan, the Indian Railway Catering and Tourism Corporation said.  
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 Adani Group will reportedly enter the digital space by launching a 'super app' and 

has set up a new division called 'Adani Digital Labs'.   

 Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman on Monday said that she is awaiting 

approval from the Cabinet on bill on cryptocurrency. "Cabinet note is ready on 

cryptocurrency [bill] . 

 The Ministry of Civil Aviation and DGCA granted conditional exemption from 

Unmanned Aircraft System (UAS) Rules, 2021, to 10 organisations to use drone 

INTERNATIONAL 

 The total market value of cryptocurrencies has risen above $2 trillion again as 

Bitcoin continued to climb and cryptocurrencies like Cardano, XRP, Binance Coin 

and Dogecoin also advanced. 

  An Afghanistan military jet crashed in Uzbekistan's Surxondaryo province and its 

pilot ejected and was injured, the Uzbek Defence Ministry said 

 TS Tirumurti, India's Ambassador to the UN at New York, spoke at an emergency 

meeting of the UN Security Council (UNSC), and said, "Afghan men, women and 

children are living under a constant state of fear."  

 Taliban entered the compound of Afghanistan's TOLOnews channel in Kabul on 

Monday, checked the weapons of the security staff and collected the government-

issued weapons, the TV news channel said. 

 An Afghan military plane was downed by Uzbekistan's air defence system on 

Sunday over an attempt to illegally enter the country's airspace, Uzbek authorities 

said . 

 A 26-year-old Chinese woman, Wu Huan, told the Associated Press that she was 

held for eight days at a Chinese-run secret jail in Dubai along with two Uyghurs. 

 More than 160 COVID-19 cases have been confirmed among people who attended 

an outdoor music festival in US' Washington state from July 30 to August 1, an 

official said. 

 The US NHTSA has opened a formal investigation of Tesla'a Autopilot system, 

citing collisions with parked emergency vehicles.  

 The Chinese government has taken a stake and a board seat in TikTok owner 

ByteDance's key Chinese entity, Beijing ByteDance Technology. 
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